THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES
Minutes of a meeting of the NABMA Wholesale Forum held on Thursday, 5th June, 2008 in a Committee Room in City Chambers, Glasgow.

PRESENT:
Councillor George Redmond (Glasgow City Council), Malinda 


Hardy (Derby City Council), Councillor Chris Poulter (Derby 


City Council), Councillor Harvey Jennings (Derby City 



Council), Dennis Wardle (Derby City Council), Robert 



Alexander (City of London Markets), Councillor Ruth Simpson 


(Glasgow City Council), Graham Wallace (Glasgow City 



Council), Colin Wolstenholme (Bradford City Council), Helen                                 

                      Evans (Covent Garden Market).



In the Chair:  Councillor George Redmond

1.
TOUR OF GLASGOW WHOLESALE MARKET

An early morning visit was made to Glasgow Wholesale Market where 
delegates viewed first hand the markets in operation, examining both 
operational and security issues.

2. APOLOGIES

Apologies for their inability to attend the meeting were submitted on 
behalf of Councillor J.G. Jones (Oswestry Town Council), David 
Preston (SLA Manager), Matt Kelly (Birmingham City Council), David 
Smith (City of London – Director of Markets), Malcolm Macleod (City 
of London Markets), Ken Alexander (City of London Markets), Jan 
Lloyd (Covent Garden).

3. FORMER COUNCILLOR JOHN AHERN AND DENNIS WARDLE

Councillor Redmond paid tribute to the work of former Councillor John 
Ahern who had lost his seat at the May elections.  Councillor Redmond 
expressed appreciation from the Wholesale Forum for all that had been 
done by former Councillor John Ahern to raise the profile of NABMA in 
wholesale matters.  He also paid tribute to the wider role undertaken 
within NABMA and indicated that former Councillor John Ahern would be 
sadly missed by all his colleagues in NABMA.  Reference was made by 
Councillor Redmond to the impending retirement of Dennis Wardle who 
had been with Derby City Council for many years.  Dennis had also been 
a staunch supporter of NABMA and it was good to know that Dennis 
would continue his involvement with NABMA with additional roles in the 
future.


RESOLVED that the warm appreciation of the Wholesale Forum be 
accorded to former Councillor John Ahern and Dennis Wardle.

4. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting of the NABMA Wholesale Forum held on 
Thursday, 13th December, 2007 at Billingsgate Market were confirmed as 
a correct record and signed.

5.
WHOLESALE FORUM BUSINESS PLAN


The Chief Executive gave details of the background to this proposal, 
indicating that NABMA Consultancy Services was likely to be created by 
the date of the Annual Conference in September and this was likely to 
provide an impetus to undertaking project work on behalf of members or 
particular areas of the markets industry.  In the past there had been 
discussion in the Wholesale Forum about pursuing particular projects.  
Reference had been made, at the December 2007 meeting, to the 
marketing of wholesale markets and London wholesale markets were 
proposing to hold an event in the autumn.  While the work undertaken by 
the London Markets was to be encouraged, it would be helpful to see this 
initiative spread across the country.  In addition, it would be helpful to 
extend the remit of the Wholesale Forum by including within membership 
all 27 wholesale markets in the U.K.  It is clear that wholesale markets 
play a significant role in the food chain in terms of the gross turnover and 
also in respect of the number of people directly employed.  

The Chief Executive also dealt with the appointment of Krys Zasada as 
Policy Manager and referred to the work that Krys was doing on the Policy 
Framework with other market industry organisations.  Krys would also be 
available to support the work of NABMA Consultancy Services.  It was 
suggested that it would be useful to put a draft Business Plan together, 
looking at a number of priorities that might be addressed over the next 2/3 
years to give a higher profile to the Wholesale Forum and also promote 
certain projects on behalf of wholesale markets.


In addition, it is important that there is a voice speaking on behalf of 
wholesale markets generally and if NABMA is to do this effectively, then 
further resources have to be allocated for this purpose.


The Chief Executive referred to what might be needed to fund this 
additional work and suggested that something in the region of £10,000 in 
the first year would be a figure that could produce some additional 
resources from NABMA to undertake work identified in the Business Plan.


There was general support for taking this initiative further and it was 
therefore agreed that a draft Business Plan be put together and that this 
be considered as part of the Wholesale Forum Workshop at the Torquay 
Conference.


RESOLVED that support, in principle, be given to the creation of the 
Wholesale Forum Business Plan and that a draft Business Plan be 
prepared for consideration by the Wholesale Forum at the Wholesale 
Forum meeting to be held as part of the Annual Conference at Torquay.
6.
WUWM UPDATE

Graham Wallace provided an update on recent WUWM events, including 
the following:


(i)
WUWM 2007 Annual Report


(ii)
2008 WUWM Conference Mexico City

(iii) WUWM Mexico Election Results

(iv) WUWM Calendar of Events 2008/2009

(v) WUWM 2008 Wholesale Market Awards


Graham highlighted some of the issues covered by the various items 
raised above.  The WUWM Annual Report highlighted the success of the 
Beijing Congress and also other events that WUWM had organised, 
including the WUWM Conference in Turin.  Both Beijing and Turin had 

been successful and had raised the profile of WUWM.


In 2007 WUWM welcomed 20 new wholesale and retail members and 
the Annual Report also gives details of how WUWM has supported food 
markets throughout 2007, improving its member services as well as 
increasing the profile of markets within the industry.

The Annual Report also highlighted the work done on the WUWM 
Community Guide to Good Hygiene Practice for wholesale market 
authorities in the European Union.


The Conference in Mexico had been attended by 30 countries.  Graham 
spoke of the different scale of the wholesale undertaking in Mexico with 
70,000 being employed.  Copies of the presentations to the Mexico 
Conference can be obtained in disco format.  Graham also referred to the 
various other documentation covering the items mentioned above, 
particularly picking out the Market Awards which provided a photo 
opportunity for calendars and in terms of profiling WUWM he also 
mentioned the monthly column in the Fresh Produce Journal and if any 
Wholesale Forum members had ideas or projects they would like to cover 
in this monthly article then there were plenty of opportunities for coverage.


The WUWM Mexico election results saw Graham Wallace become 
Chairman of WUWM.  


Members of the Wholesale Forum indicated their appreciation and 
pleasure at Graham’s appointment as Chairman, strengthening the 
position of both Glasgow and NABMA within the WUWM structure.


RESOLVED that the report be received and the Wholesale Forum formally 
record its good wishes to Graham Wallace in his term as Chairman of 
WUWM.

7. DATA RESEARCH GROUP

Krys Zasada referred to the establishment of a Data Research Group that 
is to be set up as part of the work on the Policy Framework.  Krys provided 
a background on the composition of the Research Group and also spoke 
about the role of Julie Smith of Gloucestershire University who is helping 
with this project.  It was agreed a representative of the Wholesale Forum 
would be a useful addition to the membership of the Group.


RESOLVED that the report be received and a representative of the 


Wholesale Forum be appointed to the membership of the Group.

8. VERTICAL INTEGRATION

Krys Zasada spoke about the need to strengthen links between wholesale 
and retail markets.  Based on the survey that was carried out in 2003 there 
are approximately 1,200 retail markets in the U.K.  Krys posed the 
question of mutual dependency and raised questions regarding what 
happens when a wholesale market disappears and there is a break in the 
supply chain to the network of retail markets.  It is important that there is 
greater acknowledgment of the integration between retail and wholesale 
markets and Krys mentioned in particular the need to use such 
opportunities as the British Food Fortnight.  It was suggested that it would 
be helpful to have a calendar of events that could be used by members of 
the Wholesale Forum and examples of the British Food Fortnight and the 
London Wholesale event were mentioned as examples.


RESOLVED that the report be received and attempts be made to secure 
greater recognition of the need for integration between retail and 
wholesale markets.

9. LOCAL FOOD FUND

The Local Food Fund was established in 2007 and will run to March 2014.  
It was developed by a consortium of 15 organisations and is managed on 
its behalf by The Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT).  £50million of 
funding has been made available by the Big Lotteries Fund Changing 
Spaces Programme.  Local food will distribute to a variety of food related 

projects to make locally grown food more accessible and affordable to 
local communities.



Reference was made to the criteria for funding applications and that there 
were three categories of grants.  These are as follows:

(a) Small grants £2,000 - £10,000

(b) Medium grants - £10,001 - £300,000

(c) Beacon grants - £301,000 - £500,000

Krys Zasada gave details of the eligibility to apply for grant and indicated 
that local authorities were not among those eligible to apply.


However, Krys felt it was possible for local causes to collaborate in a 
scheme provided that the applicant was another body that met the 
relevant criteria and Krys gave details of proposals that are currently being 
considered in the North West.


Details of this scheme and application forms can be found on 
www.localfoodgrants.org (01636 670000).


RESOLVED that the report be received.

10. SMALL BUSINESSES TO GET FREE ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC SECTOR CONTRACTS


Krys Zasada introduced a news release from the Department for Business 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform which gave details of a free trial which 
started at the end of April to provide small and medium sized businesses 
with access to thousands of public sector contract opportunities.  It was 
felt that this was an opportunity for business within the wholesale sector to 
get support with a view to expansion.


RESOLVED that the report be received.

11. BRITISH FOOD FORTNIGHT

Details were given of the forthcoming British Food Fortnight which is to be 
held from the 20th September to the 5th October.  NABMA is promoting 
British Food Fortnight on the website and it is important that we are seen 
to be active in supporting this important event.


RESOLVED that the report be received and NABMA members do what 
they can to support British Food Fortnight.

12. FSA “SCORES ON THE DOORS” PROPOSAL/CONSULTATION

Krys Zasada produced a paper from the Food Standards Agency seeking 
views on proposals for establishing a UK “Scores on the Doors” scheme to 
provide consumers with information about hygiene standards in food 
businesses.  Krys gave details of the contacts involved in the scheme, 
together with the fact that responses are requested by the 15th August, 
2008.  Comments are sought on the essential features of a UK wide 
scheme and on two different options for the scoring element of the 
scheme.  The consultation has been prepared in accordance with the 
Better Regulation Executives Code of Practice on Consultation.  The FSA 
will publish a summary of the responses.  Further information can be 
obtained from the Official Controls and Enforcement Policy Branch of the 
Food Standards Agency on 020 72768445 at e-mail 
scoresonthedoorsatfoodstandards.gsi.gov.uk.

RESOLVED the report be received.

13. NEWS UPDATE FROM MEMBER MARKETS

Covent Garden  


An outline of the business case for the markets has been prepared and 
awaiting approval from Treasury and DEFRA.  Management is keen to 
kick start the procurement programme.  Tenants leases are being 
renegotiated with a proposal for “rolling” leases.  It is recognised that 
the redevelopment programme is not simply concerned with physical 
assets but also training and promotion matters.


Bradford  


Waste is currently the biggest issue with savings of up to 55%.


Tenants will deliver waste to central point and be charged.  They will also 
get quarterly statistics. 


Currently the wholesale market is fully let.  Turning to health and safety 
issues, all forklift drivers are currently licensed.  Bradord is looking at 
whether there is a need to move the wholesale market and whether to 
make it more regional in nature, given that Leeds does not have a 
wholesale market.


Glasgow 


Today is a signing off for creating a new arms length company.  There 
will be benefits from being separate from Glasgow Council and this was an 
exciting time for Glasgow Markets.  Questions about the potential risks, it 
was felt that the risks were minimal.


Spittlefields

Currently 100% lets.  Recycling 67% of total.  Lease renewals currently 
being negotiated. 


Billingsgate

New polystyrene machine is working well and has reduced the waste 
going to landfill by 80%.  Cardboard is now also being separated from 
landfill with the acquisition of cardboard baler.  A pallet crusher has been 
purchased in order to break down bulky damaged pallets.  Consultants 
have been appointed to investigate how the market can be cooled.  They 
are due to report back with options in late autumn 2008.  It was also 
reported there are still some porteridge difficulties.  Currently Billingsgate 
is 75% let and new businesses are being sought.


Smithfield

The space occupied by the meat traders is currently completely filled but 
there are other vacancies.  Lease renewals are currently being negotiated.  
There was a recent Food Standards Agency inspection and comment was 
made about the experience this provided.  


Liverpool


Redevelopment is currently under consideration but there is not much 
progress.  The market is by no means fully let.  Currently there is dialogue 
on the nature of the business case that can be put together to justify 
redevelopment.


Manchester

No detailed information available.


Derby


Fire risk assessments are being dealt with following the experience in the 
retail markets.  Recycling doing well.  The letting position at Derby is about 
96%.  Sales at the market are buoyant and there is major road work 
improvements.


RESOLVED that the reports be received.

14.
FISHING INDUSTRY MATTERS


A reported as provided by Malcolm Macleod highlighting the following 
items:  
(i) Sustainable fish stocks are very much on the agenda and to this end the Billingsgate Sea Food School held a Sustainability Day with over 100 attendees present.

(ii) IUU Fishing (Illegal, Unlicensed and Unregulated) is an issue that is exercising many, including Greenpeace.  Fish being illegally caught in African waters and landed in Las Palmas and then being legitimised into the EEC by the lax enforcement in Las Palmas has been one of the issues currently exercising UK Fishing Officials.

(iii) The Fishmongers Company have been visiting Brussels to discuss the problems related to CFP, Discards and the Re-nationalisation of the fishing area from the Zero-12 mile zone off our shores.

(iv) A Russian veterinary visit to Scotland resulted in only 3 factories being approved to send fishery products to Russia.  This potentially could have serious consequences for the Russian and UK industry.  The issue is being taken up at top Government level.


RESOLVED that the report be received.
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