THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES

Minutes of a meeting of the NABMA Wholesale Forum held on 11th December 2009, commencing at 7.00 am at Covent Garden Market, London. 
PRESENT:

Graham Wilson, NABMA Chief Executive




David Preston, NABMA SLA Manager

Krys Zasada, NABMA Policy Manager




Colin Wolstenholme, Bradford MDC




Jack Christopher, Geraud Markets Liverpool




Cllr. Jeff Clarke, NABMA




Dennis Wardle, NABMA




Don Perry, City of London




Jan Lloyd, Covent Garden Market Authority




David Smith, Chairman, City of London



Mark Legomski, Manchester Markets

Lee Vallender, Manchester Markets

Sian Thomas, FPC

Matt Kelly, Birmingham

Graham Wallace, City Markets (Glasgow) LLP

Cllr. David Farmer, Shrewsbury, NABMA President-Elect

Nigel Shepherd, City of London

Robert Wilson, City of London

Helen Evans, Covent Garden Market Authority

IN THE CHAIR:
David Smith


MINUTES

Minutes of meeting held on 18th June 2009 were confirmed and signed.

THANK YOU

Thanks were extended by the Chairman to both the President and Vice-Chairman for attending and supporting the Wholesale Forum.

EUROPEAN SERVICES DIRECTIVE

The Chief Executive provided an update on the current status that impacts on local authorities on information and letting arrangements on market stalls and premises that must have an online process.  The key issue has been centred around market rights.  BIS took the view that market rights were caught by the Directive however Counsel’s Opinion had been sought and very good reasons had been established to take the view that the Directive does not embrace market rights.  

The process therefore is to consider the issue, consider the scope, and then take the view on the advice available that the European Services Directive does not apply to your authority.  If the view is that it does not apply then LACORS and NABMA will put together a paper to negate the Policy Directive.  This to be issued by the LGA with NABMA/LACORS support.

GOVERNMENT WORKING GROUP/MARKETS 21

It was acknowledged that Markets 21 had been published and launched in November at a successful parliamentary reception.  It was now available as a download from the NABMA website.

The Government had responded to the Select Committee and accepted all its recommendations. The first working group meeting had been held and Rosie Winterton MP had attended as Market Champion and had been supportive.  Six or seven Government departments were represented at senior level and three/four meetings will be held during 2010.  Project groups will be set up in three areas: first the good practice, secondly new start and improving professionalism, and the third centering around health and food.

It was felt important for the Wholesale Forum to get representation to talk about the food chain and also to provide a presentation on London markets.  The plea was made that expert help would be needed from the industry to share skills and experiences and to secure the best outcomes for the sector.

DEFRA WORKING GROUP

It was explained that a Task Force had been set up in November 2009.  It was applicable to England and was being chaired by Hilary Benn with a real sense of commitment.  A Task Force was looking at three sub groups: production, supply chain, and consumption.  Two of the groups NABMA was represented upon.  In terms of volunteers then both David Smith and Jan Lloyd volunteered to assist whenever necessary.

WUWM MATTERS

An update was provided by Graham Wallace.  The Paris Conference had been an excellent event to link both consumers and producers.

A questionnaire was being produced looking at marketing - The Market as an Entirety.  This will be distributed to NABMA to widen the potential for feedback.

The next Conference is in Majorca, 20th – 23rd April 2010 and will include a session on retail markets.

LONDON CONFERENCE 2009
Feedback was given from the London event that NABMA organised as a Retail Conference.  Thanks were recorded to David Smith and Jan Lloyd for their considerable assistance and it was considered that the event had been highly successful particularly the House of Lords Dinner.  The event had helped to strengthen the relationship between NABMA and WUWM.  Sincere congratulations were also recorded to the Chief Executive and Oswestry for the excellent arrangements.

SHARED PROCEDURES
As part of the Wholesale Business Plan NABMA was looking to provide a portfolio of good practice documents.  It was therefore agreed to target January/February 2010 to build a document portfolio on the website with a request to Wholesale Forum members to provide information of help to others.

NABMA MATTERS

The Chief Executive suggested that the next couple of years with the recession will be challenging.  However NABMA was in a strong position with membership holding and financial performance strong.  NABMA was now looking at future partnership arrangements including ATCM aligned to the Institute of Place Management to assist with training.
MARKET OF THE YEAR
The 2010 competition was outlined.  A new category will be provided for the best Wholesale Market and an appeal was made to the Forum to enter to celebrate and promote their good practice.

REPORTS FROM MEMBERS

A round table sharing of information and updates took place.  This involved a detailed presentation from New Covent Garden on their re-development.  Updates were also provided by the members present.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the meeting scheduled for 2010 should be the 11th June 2010 at Glasgow and 10th December in London.

Since thanks were recorded to Jan Lloyd and Helen Evans for the excellent arrangements, tour of the market and presentations as provided.
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