THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES
Minutes of a meeting of the NABMA Retail Forum held on Thursday, 3rd December, 2009 at The Stobart Stadium, Widnes, by kind permission of Halton Borough Council.

PRESENT:
Councillor David Farmer - Shrewsbury Town Council Councillor J. Gareth Jones - Oswestry Town Council 
John Vickers - Coventry City Council 
Robin Lambert - Rotherham Borough Council
Rob Nixon - Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
Barry Bradley - South Holland District Council 
Joanne Sharples - Manchester City Council 
Councillor Don Davies - Carmarthenshire County Council Councillor Jeff Clarke - Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council 
Alan Ottey - Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council

Tom Rutherford - Doncaster MBC 
Dennis Wardle - NABMA 
Helen Evans - Covent Garden Market Authority 
Kevin Gavin - Knowsley Council 
Mark Hryniw - Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
Jackie Casey - Bolton Council 
Andrew Heyes - Bury Council 
Craig Allen - Bury Council 
Neil Ehrhart - Nottingham City Council 
Councillor Kevan Wainwright - Halton Borough Council Councillor Angela Newton - South Holland District Council Krys Zasada - NABMA

Jan Clarke-Humphries - Mansfield District Council 
Andy Ward - Sheffield City Council
Jack Christopher - Geraud Markets, Liverpool 

David Bullock - Preston City Council 

Geraldine Carter - Calderdale MBC

John Walker - Calderdale MBC

Graham Wilson - NABMA

1. WELCOME 
Members of the Forum were welcomed to Halton Borough Council by the Mayor of Halton.  Councillor Angela Newton, Chair of the Retail Forum, thanked the Mayor for his kind welcome and for the hospitality provided by Halton Borough Council. 

2.
MINUTES 

Minutes of a meeting held on the 30th April, 2009 were confirmed as a correct record.
3.
MATTERS ARISING 


a) European Retail Meeting London
The Meeting of the Retail Group of WUWM held in London on the 26th/27th June had been a great success and had strengthened Nabma’s ties with WUWM.


b) Nabma Review 

The Management Board had decided to embrace the role of Members Officer within the scope of the current officer structure.  
c) Street Trading and Pedlars
A consultation document had been produced and the deadline for responses was the end of January 2010.  Nabma would be producing a response and circulating it to members in January. 

d) Business Rates 

No further information received. 

4.
EUROPEAN SERVICES DIRECTIVE 

There was a detailed discussion on the provision of online facilities regarding letting arrangements of market stalls.  Members present indicated that they were largely in a position to comply with the requirements.  There was some concern about online payment facilities and it was felt that further clarification was required in respect of this item.  

Nabma’s Chief Executive referred to the legal background with regard to market rights and also the recently received Counsels Advice which maintained the view that there was strong grounds for believing that market rights were outside scope of the Directive.  It was reported that further representations will be made to BIS regarding the status of the Directive and Nabma’s Chief Executive indicated that there was no chance of matters being resolved by the end of December when the Directive was due to become part of UK legislation.

It was agreed that Nabma would keep members in touch with developments and provide a copy of Counsels Opinion to all members on request.

5.
MARKETS 21 – PUBLICATION POLICY RESEARCH 

Krys Zasada gave details of Markets 21 which had been launched at an All Party Parliamentary Group Reception the previous week.  This was a substantial piece of policy research and every Nabma member had been provided with a hard copy of the document.  Further copies could be downloaded from Nabma’s website.  Particular emphasis was placed on the 21 case studies which highlighted different aspects of market activity.

6.
GOVERNMENT WORKING PARTY ON MARKETS 

A report was provided on the establishment of the Retail Markets Working Party which was being led by Communities and Local Government.  Rosie Winterton, CLG Minister and Markets Champion, had been present at the first meeting of the Working Group and had indicated her enthusiasm for the success of the project.  Volunteers would be required to support some of the project groups and Nabma’s Chief Executive referred to the setting up of three project groups.  One will be concerned with good practice, a second with business start up opportunities and a third might focus on food but further discussions were still on going on this particular subject matter.  It was anticipated that there would be positive outcomes by the end of 2010 and this was a great opportunity for the markets industry to engage with Government.
7.
MAKE YOUR MARK 

Following the success of last years competition a new competition had been launched at the end of November in London and Denise Ramsey from Make Your Mark would be doing an update at Nabma’s One Day Conference at Birmingham on the 28th January.  It was recognised that communication had not been as effective as it might have been in 2009 and hopefully matters would be improved in 2010.  Nabma members were urged to support this competition and provide facilities for potential new traders to occupy a stall on a market to see whether they were suitable as future market traders.

8.
MARKET OF THE YEAR 

Nabma’s Chief Executive gave details of the various categories for this years Market of the Year Competition and urged members to support the competition.  Emphasis was given on the benefits of taking part and winning Market of the Year and some of the members present indicated the value to their own markets of winning the competition.  Closing date for entries is the end of December but the online competition goes on until the 20th January.

9.
ONE DAY SEMINAR

Nabma’s Chief Executive gave details of the forth coming “Building Better Markets” Seminar to be held at Birmingham on the 28th January.  This seminar would feature attendance by Rosie Winterton and the Chief Executive hoped that there will be a good turn out from Nabma members.

10.
NABMA TRAINING COURSES 

Dennis Wardle gave details of forthcoming training courses on Street Trading, Market Management, Market Law and European Services Directive.  Details of all the forthcoming courses will be featured on the website.
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