MARKETS INDUSTRY FORUM

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets Industry Forum held on Thursday 7th September, 2006 at 11.00 a.m. at Ardsley House Hotel, Nr. Barnsley.

Present: 
Roy Holland, John Perriton, Joe Harrison, Gordon Wood, 

Faye Quigley and Terry Meakin – NMTF, Graham Wilson – NABMA; Gillian Balfe – ATCM, Wendy Hobday – APMO.

In the Chair:
Wendy Hobday

1. WELCOME

Wendy Hobday welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the NMTF for their kind hospitality in arranging for facilities at the Ardsley House Hotel.

2.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Dave Glasby - ATCM. David Preston and Councillor John Gareth Jones – NABMA and Gareth Jones - FARMA.

3.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 25th May, 2006 were confirmed as a correct record, subject to the following amendments:

(a) Item 3 – the reference to the approach to Prince Charles was made by Gordon Wood and not FARMA.
(b) Item 11 – the reference to the next meeting should have been NMTF Headquarters at Hampton House, rather than Bradford.

4. STREET TRADING THE PEDLARS ACT

Graham Wilson gave an update of the initiative being pursued by NABMA in the light of the local legislation enacted by Leicester, Liverpool and Maidstone.  He referred to the fact that the three local authorities had promoted their own Bills, along the lines of the Newcastle legislation, limiting pedlars to outside of the city centre and providing powers of seizure.  It appeared that the three local authorities had been able to pursue the legislation with little opposition.  Two of the local authorities faced one petition and the third faced two petitions.  However it appears that the petitions did not constitute significant opposition.  The local legislation had been dealt by Messrs. Sharpe Pritchard & Co., Parliamentary Agents of London, and NABMA had arranged a meeting at Birmingham on the 30th August with a view to establishing whether other local authorities might be willing to consider local legislation.

Twelve local authorities had expressed an interest and nine had been present at the meeting in Birmingham.  Unfortunately because of procedural requirements if any of the interested local authorities intend to pursue their own local legislation they will have to deposit a Bill by the 27th November.  In the context that a number of procedural requirements have to be followed before the Bill is deposited there is considerable urgency in taking a decision on whether to pursue local legislation and going through the necessary procedural stages.  It is a pity that NABMA was unaware of the three local Bills at an early stage so that other local authorities could have been informed and given more time to make a decision on whether to go down the same route.

NABMA have given the authorities who have expressed an interest until the 15th September to come back and indicate whether they are likely to be interested in following the lead taken by Leicester, Liverpool and Maidstone.  It seems unlikely that more than two or three will want to go down this route in the current year but there is a possibility that others will want to follow next year.

On the basis of the information given by the Parliamentary Agents it appears that the cost to each local authority, based on the experience of the three councils, is likely to be something in the region of £40,000, although there may be savings if a number of local authorities decide to work together.

The fact that a number of councils have now obtained local legislation, and others are contemplating such legislation, could be helpful to MIF in terms of the national scene.  The Parliamentary Agents indicated that it is often the case that the Government will take local legislation and enact it in public general legislation.  It seems that the legislation enacted by Leicester, Liverpool and Maidstone was supported by both the House of Commons and House of Lords in the Opposed Committees and therefore there is support for what MIF have been seeking to achieve over a number of years.

Graham Wilson promised to keep MIF members informed of the progress and said that NABMA would be seeking to take a lead in co-ordinating the action of any members who were interested in going down the route of local legislation.

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and MIF monitor subsequent developments.
5.
PARLIAMENTARY RECEPTION

Joe Harrison indicated that he felt there had been a generally positive reaction to the Reception.  A number of subsequent approaches had been made by Parliamentarians and specific reference was made to an approach made by Lord Lee.  Graham Wilson said that NABMA representatives had found it had been a pleasant evening but in reality little had been achieved in terms of engagement with Parliamentarians.  However there had been a bigger NABMA representation than anticipated and NABMA sponsors had enjoyed the experience of a Parliamentary Reception.  Joe Harrison made reference to a breakfast reception that he had attended in Parliament and said that this had seemed to work well.
It was acknowledged that the attendance was not as high as on the last occasion we had a teatime reception but there were a number of factors that might have influenced the attendance.  These included the incidents in the Central Lobby that prevented members getting to the Reception for over half an hour, the timing of the Reception and the day on which it was held.

Lord Ted Graham was keen on holding the Parliamentary Reception and hoped it would be the catalyst for a “rebirth” of the APPG.  However it was felt that it would be helpful in future to look at alternatives to a full Terrace Reception and consider whether we could have a more effective engagement with Parliamentarians.

RESOLVED to express appreciation to Lord Ted Graham for the arrangements he made regarding the Parliamentary Reception and note the comments of MIF members about the arrangements.

6.
APPG – THE FUTURE

Joe Harrison indicated that Lord Ted Graham was wanting to stand down as a Secretary and he was delighted to report that Anne Coffey, M.P. was prepared to take on the responsibility of Secretary to the APPG.  He went on to say that there had been some preliminary discussions with Anne Coffey and it was proposed that before the next APPG, representatives of MIF meet with her to discuss how she sees here role and how we can revitalise the APPG.  She will need to be elected as Secretary of the APPG at the next meeting which is likely to be held in November.
Joe Harrison indicated that NMTF had agreed to do the actual secretarial work to support Anne Coffey.

There was a discussion on the work undertaken in the past by the APPG and what achievements had been made.  Reference was made to the five original aims and it was agreed that these would be circulated because Wendy Hobday and Gillian Balfe were unaware of the original objectives.  Members of MIF who had been involved with the former tripartite group involving NABMA, NMTF and IMO recalled some of the five issues, including a review of the General Development Order and the Pedlars and Street Trading Legislation but felt it would be helpful to have a proper assessment before developing a strategy for the rebirth of the APPG.
It was agreed that we needed to focus on new issues as for the last eighteen months we had been concentrating very heavily on the street trading and pedlars issues.  Reference was made to the approach that had been made to Ian McCartney, successor to Gerry Sutcliffe, that it appeared that no-one had been made aware of any response from 

Mr. McCartney.  If Lord Ted Graham had received a reply, Joe Harrison was certain that he would have communicated the details.

It was in anticipation of a meeting with Anne Coffey, likely to be held after the 19th October, that a Draft Paper would be prepared as a basis for discussion.  This would be done by Graham Wilson and Roy Holland and circulated to the other members of MIF for comment.

RESOLVED that the proposed appointment of Anne Coffey, M.P. as Secretary to the APPG be welcomed and that a meeting with her be arranged, after the 9th October, with a view to discussing an agenda for further APPG meetings.  In the meantime, a Draft Paper be prepared by Graham Wilson and Roy Holland and circulated to MIF members for comment.  At the same time, the original five aims of the APPG be also circulated so that all members are aware of the issues and the progress made in respect of such issues.

7.
CONTRIBUTION FROM MEMBERS
Graham Wilson distributed a draft of the proposed Market of the Year Competition indicating that this would be sponsored by NABMA/KPR Midlink but would be promoted under the banner of MIF.  Following the discussions at the last meeting it had been agreed that there would be three categories in respect of the 2007 Competition.  It was hoped that all members of MIF would encourage participation in this year’s Competition and Graham outlined the various stages culminating in the Awards Ceremony at the Showcasing Markets Seminar on the 31st January, 2007.

Roy Holland indicated that the NMTF logo on the leaflet was out of date and asked whether the leaflet had yet been printed.  Graham thought that it had not yet been printed and would ensure that Roy was able to provide the up-to-date NMTF logo before distribution.  Roy asked that 400 copies of the leaflet be supplied to NMTF so that they could circulate at the end of September.
Both Wendy Hobday and Gillian Balfe said that they would ensure the information was circulated among their members. 

Graham confirmed that members of the MIF would be involved in the judging which was likely to take place early in 2007.

Graham then went on to refer to the NABMA Conference, scheduled for the following weekend, and said he looked forward to seeing MIF representatives at the Conference which was being attended by the highest number of delegates for several years.

Joe Harrison referred to the Making Markets Matter campaign and the experience gained from both Romford and Bradford.  It was clear that the initiative was already proving very successful and expressions of interest had come in from seven local authorities.  It was likely that Stockport would be hosting an event in the foreseeable future.  Joe went into detail about how Making Markets Matter had made a great impact on the Bradford International Market and he laid particular emphasis on the contribution made by the younger members of the NMTF team.

The colourful shirts and the general activity and buzz at the Bradford International Market had created a lot of interest with face painting and balloons publicising the message of Making Markets Matter.

There is a cost of approximately £7,000 in staging a Making Markets Matter event and this can be shared between town centre and markets management.  Graham Wilson paid tribute to the efforts of NMTF at Bradford and said that he was very impressed by the colour and vitality of the event.

Gillian Balfe commented on the success of the Romford event and felt that it had invigorated the NMTF members at Romford.
Joe Harrison said that there was a particular emphasis on drawing people from the general shopping area to the markets and he felt that this was an initiative that could really help create interest in markets.

Graham Wilson agreed that NABMA would publicise Making Markets Matter on the NABMA website and encourage more NABMA members to participate.

This led to a discussion about a separate MIF website page and everyone felt it would be a good idea to raise the profile of MIF and also some of the activities that MIF were supporting.  Roy Holland is going to look at how this might be done.

Gillian Balfe referred to the fact that markets had featured on the London Town Centre Agenda, unfortunately she had not been able to attend because of commitments in Romford.

John Perriton referred to a C.D. that is being compiled by NMTF relating to events on markets.  A survey is being undertaken about events held during the last year with the intention of creating a database that market authorities can use to organise their own events.  The database will have ideas and contacts to promote a variety of different interests.

Gordon Wood referred to the forthcoming Town Crier Competition at Huddersfield.

Gillian Balfe highlighted the new development planned for Romford and indicating that she would like to get advice and help from MIF members which could assist in the proposed new development.

Roy Holland referred to the press coverage of the retail market survey and it was agreed that the outstanding invoice will be dealt with on an equal basis by NABMA and NMTF.

RESOLVED
(a)
That details of the Market of Year Competition be noted and Roy Holland will supply NMTF’s up-to-date logo to NABMA.

(b)
Details of the NABMA Conference be noted.

(c) The report on Making Markets Matter be received and NMTF be commended for their efforts, particularly at the Bradford International Market.

(d) Roy Holland to consider the provision of a web page facility relating to MIF.

(e) The report on the database of market events be welcomed.

(f) The reports relating to other matters be noted.

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting be held on the 2nd November at 11.00 a.m. at NMTF Offices at Hampton House.
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