MARKETS INDUSTRY FORUM

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets Industry Forum held on Thursday 2nd November, 2006 at 11.00 a.m. at the NMTF Offices at Hampton House, Hoyland, Barnsley.

Present: 
Roy Holland, John Perriton, Joe Harrison, Faye Quigley – NMTF, Graham Wilson – NABMA; Gillian Balfe – ATCM, 
Wendy Hobday and Dave Glasby – APMO.
In the Chair:
Joe Harrison
1. WELCOME

Joe Harrison welcomed everyone to the NMTF Offices.   

2.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Gordon Wood and Terry Meakin – NMTF and Gareth Jones - FARMA.

3.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 7th September, 2006 were confirmed as a correct record, subject to the following amendments:
(a) Apologies – Dave Glasby should have been associated with APMO, not ATCM.

(b) Item 7, the reference to John Perriton and the C.D. should be a reference to Roy Holland and a DVD.

4. STREET TRADING AND THE PEDLARS’ ACT
Graham Wilson reported on the current situation with regard to authorities promoting local legislation.  He said that, following the meeting in Birmingham, three local authorities were promoting local legislation in the present Parliamentary Session.  He had been informed by Parliamentary Agents that Manchester, Bath and North East Somerset and one unnamed authority were proceeding with local legislation.  As reported at the last meeting, a number of other local authorities had met in Birmingham and had considered whether to promote local legislation but the majority of the local authorities represented at the meeting had decided that the timescale was too short for the current Parliamentary Session and they also wanted to consider whether there would be an impact on neighbouring authorities if they went ahead with their own legislation.  It was therefore proposed to hold a further meeting in January 2007 to determine whether other local authorities wanted to proceed with local legislation in 2007.  Graham Wilson also reported on the proposals in the Government White Paper on 
Local Government and the fact that further flexibility was being given to byelaw provision.  He was going to look into whether this would enable local authorities to make provision for dealing with the problems of unlawful street trading within byelaw arrangements.
RESOLVED that the report be received.
5.
ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP
Joe Harrison reported on preliminary discussions he had had with Ann Coffey, M.P. who is to take over the Secretary’s role on the APPG at the next meeting.  A meeting is planned on the 14th November to look at arrangements for the next APPG on the 21st November and a wider strategy.

It seems that our own APPG is not alone in not attracting many Parliamentarians to the meetings and Ann has some ideas about how we can stage manage events to bring out issues relating to markets.

There was a detailed debate on the sort of issues that might be relevant to meetings of the APPG and Gillian Balfe suggested linking up with other APPGs, particularly with regard to small businesses and town centres.

Graham Wilson referred to the need for a policy framework for markets so that we could bring relevant issues to the APPG.  This prompted a discussion on food and particularly the importance of the food offer.  Health eating and education were mentioned as key pointers.

Members indicated that it is relevant to look at how markets fit into current lifestyles and this means considering the opening times of markets and the commodity list of market products.  Gillian Balfe referred to the situation with Primark and asked whether in the context of Primark approach whether markets can sustain clothing sales.  The same applies to the “pound” shop where there is a wide range of products on offer that are also available on markets.

Members agreed that there is a need to promote the overall market experience of service, direct relationship, entertainment and reference was made to the impact of young people and particularly those at universities who were using markets.

As a suggestion was made that markets should feature monthly events, promoting different foods and lifestyles to attract people into the markets.

Graham Wilson asked about the programme for the APPG on the 21st November, suggesting that it needed something more substantial than merely appointing Ann into the role of Secretary.  Joe Harrison said this would be discussed on the 14th November.

Graham Wilson had produced a draft paper as a background to the meeting on the 14th November and this was tabled for consideration.  It seemed that the original five objects of the APPG could not be located.

Gillian Balfe raised the issue of integration between general retail markets and specialist markets like farmers’ markets and highlighted the Dundee Food Festival.

Dave Glasby referred to the situation that existed in respect of private and public operators, indicating his own personal experience with regard to two markets who operate near Barnsley.  He wondered whether the “on cost” applicable to public markets raised charges to the point where market traders were unable to justify standing at such markets.

RESOLVED 

(i)
That MIF notes with pleasure that Ann Coffey, M.P. is to take on the role of Secretary to the APPG.

(ii)
The briefing note prepared by Graham Wilson be received and used in connection with the meeting on the 14th November.

(iii)
MIF accepts the need for a policy framework to be created for the markets industry and agrees that a small working party be established to consider this matter in further detail.

The ideas put forward during the discussion be noted for consideration in connection with the development of a policy framework.
6.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS
Gillian Balfe reported that the Market of the Year Competition had been sent out to all members of ATCM and she hoped that there would be a number of entries from ATCM members.
Joe Harrison referred to the launch of the partnership on the 14th November between NMTF and the Government to improve literary and numerical skills.  The launch would feature Phil Hope, Minister for Skills, at a market in Church Street and the project would be handled through NMTF branches.  Branches would be working with local colleges and it was felt that the project would assist market traders and shoppers and also promote markets generally.

Graham Wilson reported on the success of the recent NABMA Conference and the launch of the Market of the Year that would culminate in the presentation of awards at the Showcasing Markets Seminar to be held on the 31st January in Birmingham.  He also referred to approaches that had been made by Coventry University and South Leicestershire College about research and training respectively and he felt that it would be helpful to share with MIF the progress of the research and training so that the whole market industry was represented.

RESOLVED that the reports be received and members of MIF congratulate NMTF for their work in obtaining funding to launch the project to improve literary and numerical skills among market traders and shoppers.

7.
MAKING MARKETS MATTER
Joe Harrison gave an update on the current situation referred to the two successful pilots at Romford and Bradford.  He said that a third pilot had been planned for Nottingham but this had not gone ahead.

There had been considerable interest shown by other local authorities in staging a Market Matters initiative but the cost of the event had proved something of a deterrent.

NMTF had decided to review the progress of the pilot and consider what further action should be taken in 2007.

Gillian Balfe raised the issue of the Licensing Act with regard to the holding of the event but members of MIF felt that as the Making Markets Matter initiative was more an engagement with shoppers rather than an actual event, then it should not be subject to the Licensing Act. 

RESOLVED that the report be received and any further proposals be reported to future MIF meetings.

8. MARKET OF THE YEAR
Graham Wilson reported that entry forms had now gone out and he was hopeful that there would be a good response.  He encouraged all MIF members to participate.  He went on to say that it would be good to have representatives from all MIF organisations helping with the judging and he would be writing in due course to ask for volunteers to serve on the Judging Panel.
RESOLVED that the report be received.

9. POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR MARKETS
This item has already been discussed as part of consideration of other items but the importance of a policy framework was again emphasised.  

RESOLVED 
that a working party be set up to look at this issue and this work be undertaken as a matter of urgency.
10. MALCOLM VIEGAS – BRADFORD

Malcolm made a presentation, which followed on from his contribution to the NABMA Conference, highlighting Local Enterprise Growth Initiatives particularly and the need to generate new entrepreneurs.  He referred to the success of Bradford in getting funding and he also made particular reference to Bradford Council’s decision to allow the market section to keep any surplus it produced and reinvest in markets.  Malcolm said that this meant that he could be more “extravagant” with big events and he made particular reference to the Bradford International Market and the Mela.
Malcolm went on to refer to the White Paper that had been issued by the Government earlier in the week and he said that in the White Paper there was a big emphasis on partnership arrangements.  It was therefore important that markets were seen in this context.

Malcolm also referred to the success of taking Asian traders to different parts of the country and he made specific reference to visits made to London.  Malcolm  said it was important that we made an impact in the London area and Graham Wilson made reference to the link up he had made with the London Benchmarking Group.

Graham Wilson indicated that everything that Malcolm had said  emphasised the need for us to develop a policy framework and it was important that we use markets like Bradford as champions.  Graham referred to the report from Manchester Business School which urged local authorities to adopt champions to promote good practice in markets and it was important that we use the source of work that Bradford are undertaking as part of this exercise.

RESOLVED that Malcolm be thanked for his presentation and other markets be encouraged to promote the approach adopted by Bradford, particularly with regard to surpluses created by the markets.

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting be held on the 11th January, 2007 at 2.00 p.m. at the ATCM Headquarters in London.
