MARKETS INDUSTRY FORUM

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets Industry Forum held on Thursday 25th May, 2006 at 2.00 p.m. at ATCM, Queen Anne Gate, London.

Present: 
Roy Holland, John Perriton, Joe Harrison, Gordon Wood, James Hanham, Faye Quigley - NMTF , Councillor John Gareth Jones, Graham Wilson, Gail Holloway – NABMA; Gillian Balfe,

Martin Blackwell - ATCM
In the Chair:
Gillian Balfe
1.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Terry Meakin, NMTF.

2.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 23rd February, 2006 were confirmed and signed.
3.
NATIONAL SURVEY OF RETAIL MARKETS
Graham Wilson reported that thanks to Roy Holland and NMTF the second report had now been received.  Although much of the information contained therein was already known, it was useful to have the document which contained good issues for discussion; however it was unlikely that the information could be used on a broader platform.  It was also noted that this was an extremely academic paper which highlights that markets are an integral part of the community and it w as agreed that some of the issues contained could be incorporated into the new thinking initiative.  A summary of this report is contained in Working Together Markets Industry Forum leaflet.

Gareth Jones, FARMA reported that recent research and a retail health check had been carried out; however the results will not be published until their Conference in June.  The report will consider where farmers’ markets can be best utilised and identify potential sites.  It was agreed that this could have a useful knock on effect for general markets and FARMA were invited to share this information at the next MIF meeting.  It was also added that there are 550 farmers’ markets in the U.K., these may or may not be sharing the general market place and 590 stalls are created annually.  

It was agreed that this information be placed on the NABMA website.

There appears to be mixed views on the days of which farmers’ markets take place.  In the light of general markets having empty stalls, FARMA have written to Prince Charles who has no objection to farmers’ markets joining general markets so long as they are branded and sectioned off.

Gordon Wood, NMTF, stated that specialist markets appear to have little regard for general markets and said that NMTF would like to be permitted to attend some locations at specialist markets.
It was RESOLVED to note this information.
4.
STREET TRADING AND THE PEDLARS’ ACT

Graham Wilson reported that there had been a disappointing meeting with the DI officials and that Gerry Sutcliffe had now moved to the Home Office, therefore, at this stage no progress had been made.  The LGA support attempts to get a repeal of the Act and a request for guidance has been forwarded, however,  to date no response has been received.  Mr. Wilson stated that there is a need to refocus the campaign, lots of work has already been carried out but nothing has been forthcoming.  It was agreed that it would be advantageous to have the answers to the queries prior to the Reception, however this is most unlikely.  It was also noted that the APPG meeting will take place the week after the Reception, this being the 14th June in Committee Room 3 at 5.00 p.m.  All M.P.’s on the list for the Reception will be contacted and invited to attend the meeting.

It was RESOLVED that this report be noted.
5.
PALIAMENTRY RECEPTION – 7TH JUNE 2006 
It was reported that all M.P.’s and Lord Graham’s fellow Peers have been contacted.  To date there have been 76 positive responses.  In previous years around 80 Parliamentarians have attended and it is hoped that this figure will be achieved again.  Gerry Sutcliffe had originally signed as the guest speaker, however due to his move, Ian McCartney will now be asked.  Dennis Bilston will give a short address at approximately 7.30 p.m.
Members of the NMTF reported that they will be there in strength, the Executive Committee will be in attendance, 16-18 NABMA members will also be in attendance.  Unfortunately the event clashes with the ATCM Conference, however Gill Balfe will be attending. 
The aim is to encourage M.P.’s to attend the APPG meeting due to a fall in numbers of those attending in recent years.  Roy Holland, NMTF stated that every M.P. had been circulated with a leaflet and should be made aware of the relevance of markets in their constituencies.  The importance of the threat to public space, should markets decline, was also highlighted.

Bury Market have produced pictures for the display, however, Graham Wilson has not had any success with his contacts at the House and will subsequently have to pursue the matter.  Should display boards not be available, then Bury will provide their own. 
Members were informed that the Reception starts at 7.00 p.m.and all those attending should be inside no later than 6.30 p.m., preferabley 
6.00 p.m. - 6.10 p.m. in order to avoid delays if there are large numbers entering the House. 
It was reiterated that no photography will be permitted inside the building, with only Roy Holland and two of his colleagues being the official photographers.  Should anyone wish to have photographs taken they will be happy to carry out this task.  
It was RESOLVED to note the details as provided
6.
NABMA/KPR MIDLINK MARKET OF THE YEAR 2007

Graham Wilson reported that the Market Retail Forum had discussed the Competition at their recent meeting and proposed that it be open to all on an industry wide basis.  He also stated that this would be promoted under the MIF banner and could include three categories; 
1) Covered Market Hall
2) Street Market 
3) Town Centre Shopping Mall
A request was made that a fourth category be added, this being a specialist market on the basis that this would open the door to many and would attracted considerable media attention. 
ATCM and FARMA agreed that they would share details of the entry process for their competitions in order to formalise the guidelines and other associated issues relating to Market of the Year.  It was again emphasised that the Competition would be promoted under the MIF banner, with details being annonced at the NABMA Conference in Glasgow during September.  An MIF Judging Forum would be appointed with possibly one representative from each group plus some independent outsiders.  ATCM agreed that details of the Competition would be released in their next Conference news publication.  

It was RESOLVED that this information be noted and that the possibility of including specialist markets in the Competition would be placed before the NABMA Retail Forum at their next meeting.
7.
HIGH STREET 2015

A discussion took place with regard to the publication of the above report, the implications for MIF and any resulting action.  Graham Wilson requested that any input the Forum could provide for the high street would be greatly received. 
 It was reported that the Association of Convenience Stores had written to the NMTF enquiring if they could assist in any area.  It was stated that markets are small retailers like any other and should be included,  also MPF were being contacted. 
ATCM highlighted that BCSC 20/20 vision report had been compiled from figures about shopping centres of the future.  The report outlines that by the year 2020 the ever increasing aging population will be “DIY keener” and therefore more of this type of trading will be apparent.  It also states that people will become more connected with producers and as mobility will also become important as people live longer, markets will have a key role to play in providing a more personalised service.  This is symtomatic of our situation and as no policies for markets are in place, it was emphasised that the MIF should latch on to this in terms of healthy eating and other high profile commitments.  It was agreed that the Forum should be looking to the future and how we move forward together.  The publication Producing The Goods has now been issued and outlines the manifesto for markets.  The MIF Forum could establish policy initiatives and therefore “sing with one voice”.  Advice from ATCM is that a vision should be established and business plans prepared.  This vision should be refreshed at least every two to three years.  It was agreed that a meeting of the MIF be set aside for this discussion and for the development of a policy.  It was agreed that a facilitator would be useful and Sally Williams who was originally with Action for Market Towns was suggested to carry out this role.  It was believed there would be a charge of approximately £250 per day.  It was agreed that the policy should be very clear and easily understandable by all.  It was also noted that the January Conference in Birmingham would be Showcasing Markets and this would be an ideal opportunity to highlight the issues raised.
It was RESOLVED to note the information.

8.
THE FUTURE OF THE APPG
Graham Wilson reported that interest had waned amongst Parliamentarians and beyond unlawful street trading, there did not appear to be any other issues being considered,  therefore fresh initiatives should be given additional consideration. He also expressed concern that some people are having a say which is not representative of relevant bodies.  This issuue is also concerning private consultant Michael Fulton and the Forum is not comfortable with the situation.  After the 14th June it is recommended that a meeting be held with Lord Graham, whereby new ideas could be put forward.  
It will also be necessary to discuss his successor and one suggestion is Anne C       .  Hopefully if enough interest is generated at the Reception this will impove and rekindle the interest.  He stated that the Group need revitalising,  Lord Graham had done an excellent job, however, it now needs revitalising and moving forward.   It was agreed that this would be a good time to flag up markets, people are moving back into towns and cities and as markets fit in well with healthy eating and other community initiatives, this should sit well with politicians.
It was RESOLVED to note this information

9.
CONTRIBUTION FROM MEMBERS 

Feedback and updates were received from members of MIF on current research, events, activities and promotions.  ATCM confirmed that they had no information to report.
NABMA outlined details of their forthcoming Conference due to take place on the 12th and 13th September at The Holiday Inn in Glasgow, highlighting that the ‘early bird’ discount was available for those booking prior to the 30th June.  

NMTF reported on their restructuring process with the majority of members accepting the new business plan, their training programmes and Making Markets Matter.  Two assistants have been employed to assist with this initiative and the first trials will take place in Romford and Bradford.  This will involve a promotional marquee which will highlight what markets do and their involvement in the community.  If these trials are successful, the aim is to travel throughout the country setting out policies and an educational strategy.
The importance of utilising young people in order to carry out this task in order to make a better future had been recognised and it was hoped that the two assistants recently employed would fit into that age category.

The Romford event will take place on the 26th July with Bradford on the August Bank Holiday weekend.  Clearly this situation will be adapted to suit the individual needs of each location, those involved in this pilot confirmed that they were more than happy to promote the MIF.  

Graham Wilson stated that the Forum should be embracing Making Markets Matter and emphasised that this is a trial and further costs must be considered.  The NABMA website would detail this project being piloted by the NMTF and it would receive MIF backing. 

FARMA reported that their Conference will take place in Ashton under Lyne on the 26th June and a 4 day Conference in Torquay which will be attended by Hugh Furney Whittenstall on the 13th-16th November.  


It was RESOLVED that these individual reports be noted.
10.
‘PRODUCING THE GOODS’ 

With reference to the above document, Members agree with the concept of the manifesto, however it was noted that the document was lacking in detail, however, regardless of this NABMA will be distributing the magazine.


It was RESOLVED to note the existence of Producing the Goods.

11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting will be Thursday, 7th September, 2006 at the NMTF Office in Bradford starting at 11.00 a.m.
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