THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES
Minutes of the Fifty-eight Annual General Meeting of The National Association of British Market Authorities held on Monday, 11th September, 2006 in The Douglas Suite, Holiday Inn, Glasgow City West, Bothwell Street, Glasgow commencing at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Angela Newton (President), Councillor Don Davies (President-Elect), Councillor John Gareth Jones (Vice-President), Graham Wilson (Chief Executive) and representatives from the following authorities:

Bedford B.C., Birmingham CC., Borough Market; Bradford MBC., Bury MBC., Calderdale MBC., Carmarthenshire, Chesterfield, City of London, 
Derby CC., Derbyshire Dales DC., Doncaster, Ferryhill TC., Flintshire CC., 

Glasgow CC., Gloucester CC., Hackney, Halton BC., Kirklees MC., LB of Hackney, Leicester CC., Manchester CC., Mansfield BC., Nuneaton and Bed., Oswestry TC., RB Kensington, Rotherham MBC., Scarborough BC., Sheffield CC., Shrewsbury and Atcham., South Holland DC., South Lakeland, Staffordshire Moorlands, Stockport MBC., Stockton on Tees, Stoke on Trent, Tower Hamlets and Wakefield MDC.
1.
WELCOME BY THE PRESIDENT
The President, Councillor Angela Newton, extended a warm welcome to the many delegates, confirming that this was the largest gathering at the NABMA AGM for many years.  She confirmed that this was indicative of the change agenda that NABMA had set itself and as a result of the new operational structures that it now operated within.

2. MINUTES
Minutes of the Fifty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Association held at Southport on the 5th September, 2005 were confirmed and signed.

3. REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
The Chief Executive provided a comprehensive report that was extremely optimistic and upbeat.  He confirmed that the last twelve months had seen a significant transformation of NABMA and this has led to a more professional service to members and also a rising of NABMA’s profile throughout the country.  The report also pointed out that whilst progress has been made there is still much work to do and it is vitally important that the contacts that have been made over the last twelve months are developed and strengthened.  The Chief Executive paid tribute to the services provided by Oswestry Town Council, through the service level agreement, and also confirmed that within the summary of the accounts and the budget for the current financial year, that the NABMA finances are now on a very sound basis.  The Chief Executive paid tribute to the elected Members who had supported the change that NABMA had experienced in the last twelve months and for their continuing support.  The report also indicated the opportunity for NABMA to pay special responsibility allowances in respect of the Presidency and the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Forums and this step was supported by the Management Board and was now looking for AGM approval.  

The NABMA year had been extremely busy with a full range of meetings, our position within the World Union of Wholesale Markets had been strengthened with NABMA holding the chair of the European Retail Working Group; training had become an established part of the NABMA service, with over 130 Market Officers having attended the six courses organised by NABMA in the year.  The Market of the Year Competition, supported by KPR Midlink, had been a great success and the One Day Conference in Birmingham had been enhanced by the presence of Thomasina Miers, BBC Masterchef of the Year.  In addition, during the year, the number of NABMA corporate sponsors had increased and the Association was proud to be linked with a number of approved consultants.  The Chief Executive also paid tribute to the wider partnership arena that NABMA was now working within, this included representatives of The Markets Industry Forum and, in particular, the Association of Town Centre Management, with a Memorandum of Co-operation to be signed during the Conference between the respective organsiations.
The Chief Executive commented upon the active use of the NABMA website and also the attractive publicity and promotional material that had been produced as an aid to recruitment.  It was noted that membership had increased significantly since the last AGM and to monitor progress, a Focus Group had been established to give feedback from members on the services now being provided by NABMA.  
The report included reference to the increasing profile in the media and the number of research projects that have been undertaken.  The year had seen the publication of the second report by Manchester Business School on the future of markets and a report was to be presented to Conference from Sophie Watson of the Open University on Markets and Open Spaces.  The research agenda was something that NABMA must actively engage with in the coming months.  

In conclusion, the Chief Executive confirmed that there is much to be proud of during the past twelve months but there is also much more work to be done.  Tributes were paid to the support of the elected Members, the NABMA team at Oswestry, the Advisors, Sponsors and Consultants, without whom NABMA would not be able to function.  As a follow up to the report, it was RESOLVED 
· To formally adopt the NABMA accounts for 2004/2005 and the budget as provided for the current year, together with 2007/2008.
· To confirm that from the 1st October, 2006 special responsibility allowances be introduced on the following basis: Presidency – to receive £1,000 and other members of the Presidency to receive £500 each.  Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Forums, with Chairs to receive £1,000 and Vice-Chairs to receive £500.  That an elected Members is only entitled to receive one allowance, even though the elected Member may hold more than one Officer position and of the special responsibility allowances payable the elected Member will receive the higher amount applicable.  The allowances will be subject to taxation, if the elected Member is no longer able to undertake the responsibility then the Chief Executive, in consultation with the elected Member, will have the authority to withdraw the special responsibility allowance.

4. ELECTION OF PRESIDENCY
RESOLVED that Councillor Don Davies, Carmarthen, be elected as President of NABMA for 2006/2007.
RESOLVED that Councillor John Gareth Jones, Oswestry, be elected President-Elect of NABMA for 2006/2007.

5. VICE-PRESIDENT 2006/2007
RESOLVED that Councillor Stuart Bray, Chesterfield, be elected as the Vice-President of NABMA for 2006/2007.

6. HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP
RESOLVED to confirm honorary life membership on the immediate Past President, Councillor Angela Newton,  South Holland.

7. RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL MATTERS
RESOLVED to confirm a proposal from the Management Board that the number of representatives from the Unitary Metropolitan Authorities and District Councils be increased to four members and the number of representatives from Town and Parish Councils be increased to two members.

8. SUBSCRIPTIONS 2007/2008
RESOLVED to endorse the proposal from the Management Board that for the year commencing 1st April, 2007 subscriptions remain at the same level as payable in the current year.
9. ELECTION OF MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES TO THE NABMA MANAGEMENT BOARD TO SERVE UNTIL 2007 AGM
RESOLVED the Management Board be appointed as below:

Unitary Authorities (4)  

Manchester, Stoke, Stockport, Leicester

District (4)
Mansfield, Shrewsbury, Staffordshire Moorlands, Chesterfield

Parish and Town Councils
(2)
Oswestry, Ferryhill

10. RETIRING PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

The Retiring President, Councillor Angela Newton, confirmed how much she had enjoyed the past year, paying tribute to the authorities who had invited her to events, this had included memorable visits to both Bradford and Chesterfield and also the Market of the Year, Bury.  

Councillor Newton highlighted the enormous changes that had taken place in the organisation which she described as remarkable and beyond expectations.  Tributes were paid to the Chief Executive and Service Level Agreement Manager, together with the Oswestry Team, for the significant transformation of NABMA.  Praise highlighted the new website, the updated and revamped Nabmag and the new corporate identity on stationery, banners, promotions etc.  Despite the progress, the Retiring President endorsed the view of the Chief Executive that the Association cannot stand still, however it is now rewarding to see more Members and Officers becoming involved in the Association.  Particular thanks were paid to the Presidency Team and Barry Bradley, the Officer at South Holland and Councillor Newton confirmed that it had been a significant pleasure to be President of NABMA and to play an active role in its transformation.  She wished the Association and the incoming President every success and thanked all delegates for their support, friendship and kindness over the year.

11. THE PRESIDENT 2006/2007
The retiring President, Councillor Angela Newtown, South Holland inducted the new President, Councillor Don Davies, Carmarthen.  In accepting office, Councillor Davies confirmed his support for NABMA’s work.  He recognised that significant changes had been made in the past twelve months; however a lot still remained to be done.  Markets he stressed were a vital part of the retail sector and he confirmed his willingness to visit authorities, play an active part in partnership working and to support the Chief Executive and Oswestry team in the ongoing delivery and improvement of NABMA services. 

12. THE VICE-PRESIDENT 2006/2007
The President inducted the Vice-President, Councillor J.G. Jones of Oswestry and in return Councillor Jones paid thanks for his election to such a prominent position within the organisation.  

13.
THE VICE-PRESIDENT 2006/2007
The President inducted the new Vice-President, Councillor Stuart Bray of Carmarthen who paid thanks for his election to this significant position.
14.
PRESENTATION TO THE RETIRING PRESIDENT
The new President, Councillor Don Davies, Carmarthen, recorded the thanks and appreciation of the Association and presented a momento to the Retiring President, Councillor Angela Newton, South Holland.
15. SECTION FORUMS 2006/2007
The AGM elected the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the three Section Committees as below:

RESOLVED
	Retail Forum Chairman
	Councillor Paul Westley, Leicester

	Retail Forum Vice-Chairman
	Councillor Chris Roslyn-Josephs, Sheffield 

	Livestock Forum Chairman
	Councillor Don Davies, Carmarthen

	Livestock Forum Vice-Chairman
	Councillor Chris Poulter, Derby

	Wholesale Forum Chairman
	Councillor John Ahern, Derby

	Wholesale Forum Vice-Chairman
	Councillor George Redmund, Glasgow


16.
AGM 2007

RESOLVED the 2007 AGM be held at Llandudno on the 10th September, 2007.
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